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NAVIGATING MEDICARE D
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» New Optional

Prescription Drug Plan

» Important Dates

» Projected Costs

» Who Benefits?

Speaker: Mr. Paul Samson
Assistant Director

Social Security Office
Santa Rosa
Date: Wednesday, October 26
Time: 12:00 Noon

Location: SRJC Culinary Cafe
458 B Street
Santa Rosa

FREE parking is available in the
Macy’s parking garage.

PRIX FIXE LUNCH
Three entree choices

Dessert & Beverage

$18 includes Tax & Tip

Because seating is limited to 30 we must require reservations.
For your reservation call Sharon Wright at 542-3230.
Deadline: Monday, October 24

You will pay for your lunch at the restaurant.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It has been a busy August. We have all worked hard
to make our first meeting a success. Colleen, Carol and
Marianne have put forth a big effort. I think we should
all be proud to be so successful at what AAUW stands
for. Our SSU scholarships and Tech Trek girls prove
our dedication to continuing education.

Our interest and recruitment of new members shows
Association that we believe our programs can be
successful with all ages and we are hopeful we will be
able to recruit Associate Degree holders to our branch.
It is our hope that you will actively seek these new
potential members. The nursing profession would be a
likely place to find these members. The new brochure
(thank you, Lynda) will certainly help with that.

We have a program ahead (in March) that indicates
our continued support for International Women and
foreign affairs. This should interest foreign born women
who have attended university in their home country.
See if you can find and recruit a new member!

Don't forget that AAUW has an excellent reputation
of supplying reentry scholarships. Or, perhaps the
person you have in mind has a special project in their
professional area that could be funded by some of our
Eleanor Roosevelt Funds.

During August the North Coast District Presidents
met at my home. We had a good day of getting
acquainted and talked of ways we could include other
branches when we had a program of special interest.
One that comes to mind was the 30th Anniversary
Meeting of Healdsburg AAUW. This is a gala party
planned for Sunday, September 25 at 3 p.m. at
Healdsburg Country Gardens. If you can go - call Sylvia
Small at 433-5008.

Our board meetings continue to produce good ideas,
information and agreements on how to carry on our
year. We wish Alice Crouch and Sara Leech quick
recoveries and good health to follow. Members are
always welcome to come and observe.

Ann Horne, who is doing an exceptional job with the
newsletter, has taken on a second job of branch
parliamentarian and is making the revision/updating of
our board handbooks a top priority. If any of you have
a handbook (manual) tucked away from previously
occupying a position on the board, please see that Ann
gets it.

We have also found all our picture albums and minutes
from our first meeting (held in 1935!). We are planning to
use them in a historic display and walk down memory
lane at our wonderful 70th Anniversary meeting next
May.

Once I return from an Alaskan cruise I shall be calling to
see if I can visit the various special interest groups. I look
forward to meeting each of you.

Gerry

\

SANTA ROSA EDUCATION
by Members and Tech Trekkers

Our kickoff meeting on September 10th focused on
education with a panel of three. Mitalee Desai,
2003 Trekker and sophomore at Maria Carrillo HS,
described the full schedule she keeps including
volunteer work and Saturday classes at SRJC. Her
activities are screened in the light of possible
benefits when applying to a university. , Principal of
Santa Rosa Middle School Kathy Coker (and member
of AAUW), spoke about the opportunities and
challenges of a multicultural school. SRMS provides
a safe environment—some students are reluctant o
go home after school.

SRJC Trustee Dr. Marsha Dupre, (and AAUW
member), described what it was like to be a junior
college trustee. She said it was rather parallel to
her work for the City Council (her husband calcu-
lated she earned about 5 cents/hour). She has lots to
read and attends many group meetings o get a sense
of public sentiment. The average age of SRJC
students is 37 years which indicates needs at many
levels are being addressed. As moderator Marsha
conducted a Q and A session.

Tech Trek had a very successful 2005. Nine
seventh graders went off fo camp. One came home
with chicken pox but will be able to go next summer
as Stanford will return her board and room. We
were happy to have four of the girls come to our
meeting , receive their certificates and share their
camp experiences. Members enjoyed meeting them
and asking questions.

\

(continued on page 3) )
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(Tech Trek cont'd)

After the program, the Tech Trek Committee invited the
girls and their mothers and our two Dorm Moms (Gerry
Carleton and Colleen Wilson) to a pizza party. During
lunch Bianca Flores, Julia Krickl, Rena Wang and Katherine
Zhang said they would like to give a party for the 2006
Trekkers next May/June.

Many thanks are due our responsive and wonderful
committee: Gerry Carleton, Lalita Desai, Marsha Dupre
and Melinda Moir. They were crucial to our program.
Remember donations for 2006 can be given at any time.
Don't forget!

Please mail it to: Carol Dean,
Tech Trek Coordinator
6349 Stone Bridge Road
Santa Rosa CA 95409

Your donation to AAUW Santa Rosa Tech Trek is tax
deductible and much appreciated!

Oy

CRAB FEED COMING UP IN JANUARY

Oowr ol Cralr Feed will be held on

Friday, Jaonwuary 20, ‘06
at the Luther Burbank
Art and Garden Center.

Educationor Foundation and we would
like to- request your help in gathering

wines of excellent quality for thiy

important event. If yow con donate a

bottle of good vintage wine for the
event, it caw be left at the October,
November or Decemlber
General Meetings;,

call me (tel: 546-7745) or e-mail me,

(ckeiner@ait.net).
Please: no- boxed or jug wines.
We are looking for quality
asy well as quantity.
Thank yow and please mark yowr
calendars.

Carole Keiner
Educational Foundation VP

Welcome to Our New Members

Ruth Bamesberger received a B.A. from San Jose State
University and a M.A. in Education from Sonoma State
University. She obtained a General Secondary Creden-
tial from Long Beach State. She taught seventh and
eighth grades as well as high school. Her focus was on
reading and english. She retired after teaching in the
Santa Rosa schools for 25 years.

Ruth has enjoyed golf, cooking, reading and traveling.
She has visited every state in the U.S. except for North
Dakota. She has taken cruises and traveled to Greece.
She has 2 children and 4 grandchildren.

Ruth is rejoining AAUW. She was a member for many
years and participated in the Luncheon Gourmet group.
She is an avid reader and is interested in joining a book
group and a bridge group. She is looking forward to
meeting new people and "broadening" her "horizons."

Linda Trodden graduated from Northern Arizona
University with a B.A. and a M. A. in education. She
taught school on a Navajo Indian reservation for 4
years. She lived in Santa Rosa for a while and then she
and her husband went to Shack Toolk, an Alaskan
village of 150 people. They were the only teachers in
the small school. Linda also taught elementary school in
Kuwait for 2 years. She then returned to Santa Rosa
where she taught in the Roseland school district for 27
years. She retired from teaching in 2004.

Linda loves to cook. She especially enjoys cooking
unusual dishes from cuisines of the world. She also
loves to travel and has visited 25 countries. She has
already joined the Wednesday Night Book Group and
is interested in a walking group and the International
Relations Group.

Linda heard about AAUW through a friend. She joined
the organization because she wanted stimulating
experiences in her retirement years.

Thumbnail Sketches provided bg
Pat priscoll
Membership Assistant
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2005 AAUW BIENNIAL CONVENTION IN WASHINGTON, D.C. -

JUNE 24, 2005

EDUCATION PLUS EQUITY EQUALS ECONOMIC SECURITY FOR WOMEN

This is the AAUW theme for the next two years.
Supportive materials to branches pertaining to Economic
Security for Women will be provided to the branches.
(Video on the introduction of the theme is available on the
AAUW web site.)

A somewhat low attendance of 1,167 did not seem to
dampen the enthusiastic attendees in Washington, D.C.
as they kept pace with the interesting speakers and the
many helpful workshops. I came away convinced that
outgoing AAUW President, Nancy Rustad, and the
board had heard us! In the coming year, there will be
more investment in branch programming and more
communication and help coming from Association.

With pride and congratulations to the membership, the
Educational Foundation announced that AAUW had
awarded 3.5 million dollars in fellowships. The Legal
Advocacy Fund had a decline in fund raising and EF and
LAF have now been incorporated into one entity aimed at
saving costs. AAUW made 1000 visits to Congress in
D.C. and because next year is the 125th Anniversary of
the founding of AAUW, it was announced that AAUW is
going to take the lead in the women’s movement. New
national officers for AAUW include President Ruth
Sweetser from AAUW Illinois and Regional Director-At-
Large, Krys Wulff, AAUW Petaluma.

The speakers were excellent. Jehan Sadat, wife of former
president of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, opened conference on
Friday. She now holds the Sadat Chair for Peace and
Development at the University of Maryland and holds a
doctorate degree from the University of Cairo. She told
of her return to college for her advanced degrees at the
same time her daughters were at the same university and
indicated some embarrassment about this, but she did
achieve her Ph.D.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) spoke
before a business session for only 15 minutes, but she
was superb—hard hitting and convincing, leaving us with
this statement after thanking AAUW for all their work for
women and girls: “All of the progress we have made and all

of the progress we seek to make is enhanced by only one
thing—a seat at the table”.

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was the
honored speaker at the Educational Foundation dinner
the last night of convention. She was articulate,
forthright and nonpolitical and she told a number of
behind the scenes stories from her secretariat days
including the time at an important dinner when she had
spilled something on the skirt of her suit before having
to stand to deliver her address. She had to made a quick
decision, so she stood and just turned her skirt front to
back and went on with her speech. Recognition awards
for Emerging Scholars, the Founders Distinguished
Senior Scholar, and the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund were
presented and Madeleine Albright received the
Educational Foundation’s highest honor, the AAUW
Achievement Award.

It was an important convention for California as the
delegation was carrying the resolution asking AAUW to
maintain the relationship with the International
Federation of University Women. Late on the last
morning of convention, the CA resolution came to the
floor. Led by the efforts of the Humboldt and the
Davis AAUW branches, with the support of CA
President Kathleen Cha, and our AAUW international
leaders, Sara Harder, Mary Purcell, and Kathleen
Laurila, the following concise resolution was approved
by the required three-quarters of the attending
membership:

“Now, therefore, be it resolved that the
delegates of the 2005 Association Convention
strongly urge Association to work affirmatively
to maintain our relationship with IFUW including

negotiating a new agreement with IFUW regard-
ing affiliate contributions and uninterrupted

payment of dues on an annual basis.”

Without the leadership of the Humboldt and Davis
branches, it would never have happened. The Santa
Rosa branch will plan to recognize their members at
their International Women’s Day next March. Thanks
also go to the Santa Rosa branch members who offered
their support of the resolution throughout the year. It
shows us that with conviction and much hard work,
good things can happen in AAUW.

AAUW Santa Rosa Convention Delegate, Pat Oberg
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BRANCH CALENDAR - OCTOBER, 2005

Date Time
5 1:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Marianne Holt, 1775 Brandee Lane (527-6797). All
branch members are welcome to attend.

10 1:30 p.m. Monday Afternoon Book Group meets at home of Pat Driscoll, 3804 Sedgemoor Dr.
(527-9706) to discuss The Plot Against America by Philip Roth. Pat will lead the discussion
and Leslie Warner will co-host.

12 7:30-9:00 Second Wednesday Night Book Group meets at home of Dawn Ross, 4945 Pinecroft Way

p.-m. (539-0919) to discuss The Known World by Edward P. Jones. Dawn will lead the
discussion.

18 9:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Book Review Group meets at home of Lucy Foster, 245 Mockingbird
Circle, Oakmont (538-3507) to discuss 1776 by David McCullough. Lucy will moderate.

19 9:30 - 11:30 International Relations will meet at the home of Grace Adamowicz, 2460 Melbrook Way
(527-5015) to discuss Great Decisions, topic 6: “The United States and global poverty.

20 12 noon The Gourmet Luncheon Group will meet at the home of Doris Curry, 2163 Rogers Way.

For reservations and menu assignment call Co-hostess Geri Clark, 571-2081.

Deadline for NOVEMBER issue of the Rose Branch is OCTOBER 10.

Please send submissions to Editor Ann Horne via
E-MAIL: aphorne@sonic.net POST: 2424 Compadre Dr SR 95405
<L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L < SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>S>>>

Friday - September 30

The Culture Vultures
are planning an evening out to attend the
Annual San Francisco Comedy

Romancing the Vine Event!
Not too Late to Sign Up for

Competition Friday, September 30 at 1 PM
at the Luther Burbank Center. HARVEST FAIR
For more details call Marianne Holt Sonoma County Fairgrounds
at 527-6797. Don’t hesitate or put off Come taste the award winning wines and visit the
calling. Reservations must be made early Showcase Restaurant for a
for the best seating. Wine Tasting Seminar and Chef Demonstrations

$4 Admission (Advance Sale —otherwise $6)
Call Colleen Wilson 566-0514 by Sept. 22 to

reserve an advance sale ticket.

Thank You
Hospitality Committee Members
Jor the delicious treats and lovely floral
) decorations for our Kick-Off:

Romancing the Vine Event!
Monday, October 24 — 1 PM
Benzinger Family Vineyards

1883 London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen
A tractor-pulled tram takes you on a 45-minute
tour of the vineyards, gardens and wildlife
sanctuaries followed by wine tasting.
$10
To reserve your place call

Ruth Bamesberger 546-2212 by Oct. 20

Kathy Frishberg  Iris Sabelman %
Nancy Hansen Liz Sasek

Carol Jarvis Colleen Wilson
Sara Leech Sharon Wright

AAUW Santa Rosa celebrating 70 years! 1935—2005
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AAUW MISSION STATEMENT
AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong learning and positive societal change.
AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation
in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP: AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS (A.A.) DEGREE OR ITS EQUIVALENT

NOVEMEBER PROGRAM
TO FEATURE LAF SPEAKER
The Santa Rosa AAUW Branch will meet on Saturday, November 12
at Marie Callender's Restaurant at 11:00 a.m.. for lunch and a special

presentation ow the Legal Advocacy Fund.
oakland attorney Dawn Siegel, who has served as Legal counsel for
many LAF plaintiffs with great success,
will be the featured speaker.
This would be a great meeting to tnvite a guest to attend!

€ DECEMBER WASSAIL PARTY
TO INCLUDE SILENT AUCTION

Ouwr anmvnuwal Wassail Poarty ow
Sunday, December 11
will include a silent auctiow.
If yow hawve something to- donate;, please
calll Alicer Crouchv (537-1939) or Sharow
Wright (542-3230).

We willl also- hawe anw exciting raffle.

Please mark yowr calendor for

December 11.




