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AAUW Mission Statement

The American Association of 
University Women advances 
equity for women and girls 
through advocacy, education 
and research.

AAUW Vision Statement

AAUW will be a powerful 
advocate and visible  leader in 
equity and education    through 
research, philanthropy and  
measurable change in critical 
areas impacting the lives of 
women and girls. 

AAUW Value Promise

By joining AAUW, we belong 
to a community that breaks 
through educational and 
economic barriers so that all 
women have a fair chance. 
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Recession-Proofing Your Finances

A panel discussion with financial professionals*

Ease Your Fear & 
Confusion about 

Personal Finances

Submit your questions in 
advance for the discussion to:

•    Colleen 566-0514
	 cawilson@sonic.net
	
•    Sue 540-2211
	 suefinan@comcast.net

Date:	 Thursday, January 15

Time:	 7:00 PM

Location: 
	 First Presbyterian Church
	 1550 Pacific Avenue
	 Santa Rosa

Parking is available in the lot on Spring Street

Bring Potential Members 
& Guests

*Financial 
Professionals

•    Janice Schneider, CFP
•    Protected Investors of America

•    Jim Finan, retired
•    Pension & Benefits Department
•    US Steel Corporation

•    Erin Carlstrom Pelletier, Esq.
•    JD, Pepperdine University
•    Estate Planning
•    Anderson & Le, LLP
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Santa Rosa Branch 
Board 2008-2009

President/Chair
	 Marianne Holt
  Vice Presidents
  Program
 	 Colleen Wilson, Co- VP
	 Sue Finan, Co- VP
  Membership
	 Trina Corson-Graham
  Educational Foundation
	 Terry Howell
  Legal Advocacy Fund
	 Joyce Adams, Co- VP
	 Lillian Shelan, Co- VP
	 Marianne Holt, Co- VP
Treasurer 
	 Harriet  Palk
  Secretary 
	 Alice Crouch

Appointed Positions
  Circulation Manager
	 Hester Perani
Newsletter Editor
	 Heather Dawn
	 hdawn13@comcast.net
  Interest Sections 
	 Terry Howell
  International Affairs 
 	 Gerry Carleton
  Membership Assistant
	 Arlene Mandell
  Memory Keeper
	 Dorothy White
  Parliamentarian 
	 Ann Horne
  Public Communications 
	 Judy Hudson 
  Public Policy Co-Chairs
	 Virginia Benson
	 Liz Sasek
  Telephone Tree 
	 Sara Leech
  Web-Master
	 Lynda Hungerford
  Sunshine
	 Trina Corson-Graham
  SSU Scholarship Chair
	 Linda Trodden
  Tech Trek
	 Melinda Moir

 President’s 
Message

 New Year ~ New 
Direction

As 2008 comes to a close, I sincerely 
wish everyone a most Happy New 

Year as we all look forward to 2009 with 
a renewed spirit for the year ahead. In 
retrospect we have observed a most ex-
traordinary and historic year. We have 
seen a time of tremendous change and 
hope for a new direction for our country.  
Yet at the same time, we have witnessed 
a financial crisis that is unprecedented 
since the Great Depression. Because of 
these extraordinary times, it is especial-
ly appropriate to thank everyone who 
attended the LAF Winter Wonderland 
fundraiser and made it another success.  
I am happy to report that with your 
generosity, our branch will be send-
ing AAUW-LAF $1000.00 to support 
women who are sexually discriminated 
against.  I and the LAF Committee sin-
cerely thank everyone who attended 
the Winter Wonderland and to those 
who participated in the fabulous Silent 
Auction. 

During these challenging financial 
times, expert advice is on the way!  

The branch’s next scheduled program, 
“Recession Proofing Your Personal Fi-
nances,” will give you an opportunity 
to reevaluate your personal finances 
with the assistance of a panel of finan-
cial planners. Special thanks to Colleen 
Wilson, Sue Finan, and Arlene Mandell 
for organizing this timely program. I 
encourage you to plan to attend this fi-
nancial program on January 15th.  

The year ahead holds historic promise 
for our country to renew its spirit and 

direction. As we watch the inauguration 
of our new president, Barack Obama, and 
his cabinet on January 20th,  we hope he 
will continue his commitment and policies 
for women and girls that reflect AAUW’s 
mission and legislative work.  I refer you 
to the Public Policy article on page 3.  It is 
an article adapted from, The NOW Times, 
“What the Next President Can Do for 
Women and Girls.” It is thoughtful and 
reminds us all of why we work together 
through AAUW and other organizations 
to help Break Down Barriers for the ad-
vancement of women and girls.

I wish you all a happy, healthy, and pros-
perous New Year! I also hope everyone 

is looking forward to the year ahead with 
the many wonderful programs scheduled 
and the Crab Feed coming February 6th. 
All have been developed to enhance your 
branch experience. 

Most Sincerely,
Marianne

THANK YOU
For A Joyous Laf Winter 

Wonderland Party & 
Fundraiser

What a wonderful LAF Winter 
Wonderland Holiday Party!  Spe-

cial thanks to everyone who came and 
for their most generous support of LAF. 
We are happy to report proceeds total-
ing $1000.  A joyous time was had by all 
who were able to attend. The music was 
festive, the food delicious, and the silent 
auction successful. Special thanks to Al-
ice Crouch and Sharon Wright for their 
interesting and insightful LAF dialogue, 
and to several members who helped to 
decorate the Women’s Equity Tree.

Sincere thanks to everyone who made 
and brought the delicious food and to 

Lillian Shelan and Marianne Holt for do-
nating a portion of the turkey and tri-tip. 
Many members donated wine to start the 
party off in a festive mood. Thank you 
to: Harriet Palk, Marcy Clausen, Colleen 
Wilson, Ginny Benson, Alice Crouch, 
Carole Keiner, Rachel Zierdt, Judy Hud-
son, Lillian Shelan, Liz Sasek, Margaret 
Byrd, Sally Fee, and Marianne Holt for 
their generous wine donations. And a 
BIG thank you to Larry Fee for hosting 
the wine table. 

We couldn’t have done it without 
our most generous table hosts 

and their beautifully decorated tables. 
Many thanks to Sally Fee for coordinat-
ing the table hosts:  Colleen Wilson & 
Ann Horne; Gail Ellestad & Hale Dar-
by; Phyllis Lowe & Carol Jarvis; Lynda 
Hungerford & Linda Trodden; Lillian 
Shelan; Sally Fee and Marianne Holt. 
The room was absolutely beautiful!

(continued on page 3)

Jane Addams
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Welcome to our 
new Member

The Silent Auction was most success-
ful with many beautiful and interest-

ing items donated. Joyce Adams and her 
daughter, Laura Ulter, did a wonderful job 
organizing and managing the Silent Auc-
tion. Extra special thanks to the following 
for their generous contributions: Lillian 
Shelan, Sally Fee, Joyce Adams, Marianne 
Holt, Hale Darby, Alice Crouch, Trina 
Corson-Graham, Liz Sasek, Marcy Clau-
sen, Marsha Vas Dupre’, Veronica Jacobi, 
Phyllis and Nancy Lowe, Sue Finan, and 
Colleen Wilson and the Wednesday Eve-
ning Book Group.  Also many thanks to 
all that bid on the lovely donated items to 
help make it a great success.  

Lastly, many thanks to everyone who 
pitched in and helped to clean up after 
the party, especially Linda Trodden, Ron 
Shelan, Larry Fee, and Len Holt.  

Thanks to everyone & Best wishes for the New Year!

Lillian Shelan, Joyce Adams, Marianne 
Holt and Sally Fee, LAF Committee

THANK YOU (conntinued from page 2)

Willadean Hart, one of our new-
est members, is originally from 

Canada but now lives in Varenna in 
Santa Rosa with her husband. She re-
ports that they love the delicious meals 
and many activities, including a Global 
Issues discussion group.

She has a B.A. in Psychology from the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan, a B.S. in Social 
Work from McGill, and an M.A. in So-
cial Work from Columbia University. Her 
husband’s career brought them to Toronto, 
Montreal, India and Australia. She worked 
for many years in social service agencies.

Willadean belonged to the AAUW chapter 
in Westport, Conn. for 30 years, served as 
President of that chapter, and as Co-chair 
of the Public Policy group on the Connect-
icut State Board. She enjoys reading good 
fiction and traveling, often to visit children 
and grandchildren in Sydney and Harvey 
Bay, Australia. She has already joined our 
chapter’s Public Policy group.

 

Willadean Hart

Public Policy
What the Next President 

Can Do for Women and Girls

1) The next president needs to Make Eco-
nomic Equality a Priority. This includes 
promoting educational opportunity and 
workplace equality to increase the eco-
nomic advancement of women. That 
means ensuring equal pay for work of 
equal value, expanding family and medi-
cal leave access, ending job segregation 
and educational segregation, enforcing 
Title IX and promoting the participation 
of women and girls in STEM fields. 

2) The next president needs to Make the 
Alleviation of Poverty a Priority. The 
administration must recognize that poor 
women and other vulnerable and under-
served women are often left out of so-
called “stimulus plans” and are trying to 
support themselves and their families at 
great odds. We need to repair the safety 
net and make sure every woman has a 
clear path to lift themselves and their fam-
ilies out of poverty.

3) The next president needs to Make 
Universal Single-Payer Healthcare a Prior-
ity. We call on the administration to ac-
knowledge that reproductive health care 
is primary care for women. Full coverage 
of those services must be guaranteed, in-
cluding pre-natal and maternal care, birth 
control, and emergency contraception, 
for women at every age and every income 
level. We must provide for mental health 
parity in healthcare, and recognize that 
our mental health is every bit as important 
as our physical health. 

4) The next president needs to Make End-
ing Violence Against Women a Priority. 
The U.S. must take a leadership position in 
the effort to end violence against women 
and girls; we must  hold public and private 
leaders accountable for enforcing zero tol-
erance for violence -- and we must do our 
part on a global scale to protect women 
from the violence of child marriage, bride 
burning, honor killing, genital mutilation, 
rape as an instrument of war.

5) The next president needs to Make Vali-
dating Women’s Civil and Human Rights 
a Priority. These rights include the right to 
be free from discrimination based on gen-
der, race, ethnicity, age, religion, disability, 

immigration status, parenthood, sexual 
orientation or identity. One key step is to 
make certain that we have a judiciary that 
will ensure and protect all of these rights. 
We must include women in the United 
States Constitution, so that our rights are 
not subject to the whims of the adminis-
tration, and we must join the rest of the 
world in ratifying the U.N. Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women (CEDAW).

6) The next president needs to Make it 
a Priority to Change Societal Attitudes 
that stereotype and constrain women and 
girls, including denouncing the sexism 
and “soft hate speech” on the airwaves, in 
classrooms and workplaces, and on city 
streets, that targets and demeans women. 

By Kim Gandy 
Adapted with permission from: 
National NOW Times, Fall 2008

In Memory of LaRue 
LaMar 1935-2008

LaRue LaMar was an avid believer in 
AAUW, enthusiastically promoting 

its aims and concerns.  She originated 
the Bridge Luncheon and continued to 
work  tirelessly for some years, helping 
to raise money for our branch’s schol-
arships. She also ran the Crab Feed for 
some years. When there was a job to be 
done for AAUW, LaRue was always a 
willing participant.

La Rue was a teacher at Ridgeway High 
School for 34 years. She was named Teach-
er of the Year in 1997 and named the Cali-
fornia 1997 Woman of the Year.  

A Memorial Service is scheduled on Sun-
day, January 25, 3:00 PM at the First United 
Methodist Church, 1551 Montgomery Dr.  
A Reception is scheduled following the 
service.  In lieu of flowers, contributions in 
her memory are being accepted for AAUW 
Scholarship Fund at Sonoma State Univer-
sity.  To contribute, please make your check 
payable to Sonoma State University with 
AAUW Scholarship on the subject line and 
mail to 1801 E. Cotati Avenue, Rohnert 
Park, CA  94928. 

La Rue will be remembered for her 
warmth, humor, and devotion to her 
friends and family. She will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her. 
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  AAUW ANNUAL CRAB FEED
 

Burbank Art And Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue, Santa Rosa

To Benefit Scholarships For Women At Sonoma State University

Friday, February 6, 2009
6: 00 to 9:00 PM

$35.00 Per Person 

All You Can Eat Crab, Salad, Bread, Dessert
Wine & Beverages

Lasagna Will Also Be Available

Raffle ~ Fun Prizes
Friends & Family Welcome

Want to help?  We need items for the raffle, donations of wine and volunteer help. 

Give Marcy Clausen a call at 566-7265

Reservations for AAUW Santa Rosa Crab Feed

To Benefit SSU Scholarships

Friday ~ February 6, 2009 ~ 6: 00 to 9:00 PM

Names of Attendees:

Contact Phone:

Email: 

Amount enclosed @ $35.00 per person x number                 attending = $

Please make your checks out to AAUW Santa Rosa and mail to:

Cut Here

Linda Trodden
1637 Terrace Way
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Phone 523-1943
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Special Interest 
Groups Branch 
Calendar 

AAUW INTEREST 
GROUPS 

 2008 - 2009

Global Issues ~ Gail Ellestad 
546-0562

Gourmet Luncheon ~ Ruth 
Hucklebridge 538-1096

Culture Vultures - Need Organizer

Let’s Dine In ~ Need Organizer 
566-0514

Public Policy ~ Ginny Benson
869-0303 & Liz Sasek  570-1564
Romancing the Vine ~ Colleen 
Wilson 566-0514

Tuesday Morning Book Club 
Sylvia Thorne  579-6789

Second Monday Book group ~ Sally 
Fee, 539-7348

Wednesday Evening Book Club 
Colleen Wilson  566-0514

Walking-Hiking Group ~ Phyllis 
Lowe 573-1125

Working Women ~ Trina Corson-
Graham 526-4982

Writer’s Circle ~ Arlene Mandell 
537-7562

AAUW Santa Rosa has many interest 
groups ~ something for everyone. 
Please join, add your talents and make 
new friends. Any questions please call 
Interest Sections Coordinator, Terry 
Howell 542-1135. 

         

Jan. 7		  1:00 PM		 The Board meet will meet at the home 		
				    of Lillian Shelan, 1250 Wikiup Dr., 577-0477.  
				    All members are welcome to attend. 

Jan. 12		  1:30 PM		 The Second Monday Book Group will meet at the 	
				    home of Sally Fee, 7561 Oak Leaf Dr. 539-7348, 	
				    stuartdfee@hotmail.com to discuss Mr. Pip by Lloyd 	
				    Jones. Glenice Anderson will moderate.	  
		
Jan. 14		  7:30 PM		 The Second Wednesday Evening Book Group 	
				    will meet at the home of Judy Hudson 2204 		
				    Springwood Ct., 568-5010. to discuss The 		
				    Double Bind by Chris Bohjalian. The optional 	
				    reading, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
				    is suggested to accompany this selection.

Jan. 15		  12 noon		 The Gourmet Lunch Group will “Eat Out” at the 	
				    Latitude Restaurant, 5000 Roberts Lake Road, 		
				    Rohnert Park. Those wishing to carpool will meet 	
				    at the home of Iris Sabelman, 2100 Grace at 11:30 AM. 	
				    For reservations, call Ruth Hucklebridge, 538-1096. 	
				    Guests are welcome.

Jan. 15		  7:00 PM		 January Program, “Recession Proofing Your Personal 	
				    Finances,” First Presbyterian Church, 1550 Pacific 	
				    Ave. SR.  Please contact Colleen Wilson, 566-0514, 	
				    or Sue Finan, 540-2211, for information and 	
				    reservations. 

Jan. 20		  9:30 AM		 The Third Tuesday Morning Book Group will 	
				    meet the home of Delia Nistler, 250 Mocking 	
				    Bird Circle, 538-2965, to discuss Mary, by Janis 	
				    Cooke Newman. Mary West will moderate. 

Jan. 21		  9:30 AM		 Global Issues will meet at the home of Willadean 	
				    Hart, Apt. 327, 1401 Fountaingrove Expy, 546-5405.  	
				    Willadean will meet us in the lobby (go to the top of	
				    the hill) at 9:30 AM. TheGroup will discuss The Obama 	
				    Presidency, a World View. Please bring readings for 	
				    discussion. This is not in the Great Discussions booklet. 

Jan. 22		  5:00 PM		 The Working Women’s Group will meet at the 	
				    Flamingo Lounge. RSVP to Trina Corson-
				    Graham, 526-4982, corsongraham@sbcglobal.net 

Jan. 28		  6:30 PM		 Romancing the Vine members and guests will 	
				    dine at La Charcuterie, 335 Healdsburg Ave.,		
				    Healdsburg for a wine and food pairing dinner. 	
				    The cost is $60.00/person, plus tip and tax. If you 	
				    would like to participate, please call the restaurant, 	
				    431-7213, to make your reservation and ask 		
				    to be seated with the Finans.  Please call Sue 		
				    Finan, 540-2211, for additional information. 

 

January, 2009

             Are you intested in hiking?	 	

Those interested in the Hiking Group, 
please call Phyllis Lowe, 573-1125. Possible 
upcoming dates are January 2, 16, 30 and 
February 13 and/or 27. 

Jane Addams 
(September 6, 1860 – May 21, 
1935) was a founder of the U.S. 
Settlement House movement, and 
the first American woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Jane Addams
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Org. Add.:17485 Riverside Drive
Guerneville, CA 95446

Pub. Title: The Rose Branch
Frequency: Monthly 
Except for July~August

Branch Web Site:
www.aauwsantarosa.org

AAUW Vision Statement
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, 
philanthropy and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls. 

AAUW Value Promise
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic 
barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

Minimum requirements for membership: An associate of Arts (AA) Degree or its Equivalent.

Coat Found
A black leather coat was found at the Luther 
Burbank Art and Garden Center after the LAF 
Winter Wonderland event on December 12th.  
If you are missing a coat matching this descrip-
tion, please contact Marianne Holt, 527-6797 
or Peppy@sonic.net.

Branch Directory 
Correction

When you receive your 2008/09 Santa 
Rosa Branch Directory, please note the 
following correction on page 2.  The 
correct email address for the newsletter 
editor, Heather Dawn, is: hdawn13@
comcast.net.  Thank you.

A wall-mounted quote by Jane Addams in The American Adventure in 
the World Showcase pavilion of Walt Disney World’s Epcot Center.
Addams was a member of the NAACP, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and the first 
vice-president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1911. In 
1901 she founded the Juvenile Court Committee which has since become the Juve-
nile Protective Association, a private nonprofit organization in Chicago that protects 
children from abuse and neglect. She was also actively involved with Pi Gamma Mu, 
the social science honor society, from the 1920s until her death, because of its em-
phasis on social service and the humanization of the social science disciplines. 


