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AAUW SANTA ROSA ANNUAL CRAB FEED
BENEFIT FOR THE AAUW EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

THURSDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 20 
DOORS OPEN AT 5:45 P.M.

 DINNER WILL BE SERVED AT 6:30 P.M.

DINNER TO BE HELD AT 
SANTA ROSA VETERANS’ MEMORIAL BUILDING 

 (CORNER OF BROOKWOOD AND HIGHWAY 12, 
ACROSS THE HIGHWAY FROM THE FAIR GROUNDS. 

ENTER THE FOOD HALL FROM THE EAST PARKING LOT.)

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CRAB CRACKERS AND PICKS 

Make your reservations/payment ASAP 
We have already received requests for reservations from 

people who have attended this function in the past.
We don’t want our members to miss out

 on this delicious and fun event.

COST IS $30.00 PER PERSON 

                

NAME:                                                TEL:                          
GUESTS:                                                                             
                                                                                         
PAYMENT ENCLOSED  $                        

Please make checks payable to AAUW Santa Rosa 
& send reservation form to: MARISA CASTELLANO, 

    5927 MONTE VERDE DR, 
    SANTA ROSA, CA  95409

     Tel:   539-2707
Can you help????                           

We really need some “helpers” with:
food preparation   ............(bake brownies, cut loaf bread, mix salad); 
to serve....... to help set-up......... to help clean-up...........

(circle or check which one you can help us with)
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 PRESIDENT'S LETTER
 
2005 is arriving, ready or not.  I hope that everyone's 
holidays were filled with good times with family and 
friends.  We know that the AAUW Wassail Party was 
filled with good food and good times with friends along 
with great raffle prizes.  Thanks to Geri Clark, Alice 
Crouch, our hostess Gerry Carleton, and everyone on 
the Wassail Party committee. 
 
We are now looking toward the Crab Feed which will 
benefit the Educational Foundation on Thursday, 
January 20th at the Veterans’ Memorial Hall. The 
proceeds from the Crab Feed will go to the AAUW 
Educational Foundation. The AAUW Educational 
Foundation is a program that supports graduate women 
through university fellowships in the U.S.  Last year our 
branch started and completed an EF Community Action 
Grant in the name of Sue Cochran, our outgoing AAUW 
California president. Sue is a member and past presi-
dent of our branch.  Community Action Grants are
another part of the Educational Foundation made 
available to communities for projects supporting young 
girls. 
  
On a very early Saturday morning in December, Pat 
Oberg, Colleen Wilson, and I were in San Francisco for 
"A Call to Action" conference sponsored by the 
California Women's Agenda (CAWA) and the CA 
Commission on the Status of Women (CCSW).  One 
hundred women came together to consider ways to 
move forward  with the agenda for women that was set 
at the Beijing Women's Conference in 1995. We are 
now at Beijing + 10.  The passion of these 100 women 
at the meeting in San Francisco was inspiring.  

The speakers represented  women working in state and 
private groups in areas such as health, the economy, and 
education. After each panel we broke into small groups 
to talk about how women can overcome obstacles in 
each area.  In the discussion on women and the econ-
omy the three biggest issues facing women were:  
cost and availability of day care; low minimum wage; 
affordable health care for women and not losing Medi-
Cal when they enter the workforce. We, as educated 
women, can work to remove the obstacles to affordable 
day care, higher minimum wage and affordable health 
care, we just need more passion. 

Talk about passion!  Pat Oberg and Colleen Wilson are 
working on a Beijing + 10 program for our branch in 
April.  Watch for details.     

See you all at the Crab Feed!
Sharon

 

        HERE'S TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE 
                THIS YEAR'S WASSAIL PARTY 
                A GRAND SUCCESS FOR LAF!
!
Thanks so much to all of you who generously participated
in this year's Wassail Party--helping us raise $700 for the 
AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund.! Thanks to each one of you
who bought raffle tickets or who!bid in the silent auction.
!
Special thanks to our hostess, Gerry Carleton, who opened
her home in Oakmont just a few months after she returned
from her assignment with the Peace Corps in Nimibia.! 

Thanks also to Geri Clark and Betty Workman, co-chairs 
with me of this event,  for their work on the decorations and 
the food--which was delicious.! They also donated the 
lovely black poncho which was won by our President
Sharon Wright.!Thanks to each one of you who brought 
food, and thanks also to Gerry Carleton for the delicious 
Wassail and spiced tea.
!
Thank you,  Gwen King,  for donating the beautiful 
Christmas ornaments from the White House Historical 
Association for the silent auction.! 

Congratulations to Pat and Dick Oberg for your winning 
bid on the San Francisco Opera tickets!
!
And thanks, also, to the raffle ticket sellers:! 
Margery Cahn, Pat Oberg, Colleen Wilson, Mary Ann Holt 
and Elizabeth Sasek.! You did a great job!!
!
Lyndal Bronwyn's music on the Celtic harp added a festive 
touch to the party--thanks to Lyndal!
!
And finally, please join me in thanking the following 
businesses who were so generous this year in their support 
of AAUW and the Legal Advocacy Fund:

  Cafe Europe, Oakmont Golf Club, San Francisco Giants, 
        San Francisco Opera, McCormick & Kuleto's 
        (San Francisco), Applebee's Restaurant and Grill, 
        Sandpiper Restaurant (Bodega Bay), Roxy Stadium 
        14 Theaters, K-Mart, Timeless Beauty (Oakmont), 
        Luther Burbank Center for the Arts (Doris Kearns 
        Goodwin lecture), Oakmont Village Market and Deli, 
        Cattlemen's Restaurant, The Red Lobster, St. Francis 
        Cleaners, Santa Rosa Symphony, Nectar Restaurant 
        at the Hilton, Mac's Deli, Macy's (Santa Rosa Plaza), 
        The Olive Garden, and The Rialto Theater.

Alice Crouch
 Legal Advocacy Fund VP!

gggCafe Europe, Oakmont Golf Club, San Francisco Giants, San Francisco Opera, McCormick & Kuleto's (San Francisco), Applebee's Restaurant and Grill, 
ll Restaurant (Bodega Bay), 

Roxy Stadium 14 Theaters, K-Mart, 
Timeless Beauty (Oakmont), 

Luther Burbank Center for the Ar(Doris Kearns Goodwin lecture), 
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        2005   TECH   TREK   COMMITTEE   AT   WORK
   Our Committee is beginning its selection process. 

 Here is how it works.
 

We need to select girls in the 7th grade with math/ 
science potential.  Last December each of the 5 middle 
school principals was contacted.  We told them that 
AAUW Santa Rosa would sponsor our 8th annual 
math/science camp at Stanford University in July 2005.  
We asked for their support and the names of the 7th 
grade math or science teachers.  We will again this year 
ask the teachers to recommend girls.  Then every nomi-
nee will be asked to fill out an application and to write 
an essay.  The committee will read and evaluate each 
application and essay.  Those that qualify will be inter-
viewed by the committee and ranked.  Girls ranked 1 to 5  
will be awarded scholarships for a one-week math & 
science camp at Stanford. Girls who ranked below the 
first five but who have been qualified by this process can 
go to one of the other camps (CSU Fresno, Mills, UC San 
Diego or Whittier College) if they can raise their own 
funds to do so.

Who is doing this?  Our committee this year is Lalita 
Desai, Marsha Dupre, Melinda Moir and Carol Dean 
(Coordinator).  We are looking forward to meeting these 
nominees in March. 

 Meanwhile on March 1, 2005 our branch AAUW 
Treasurer, June Brown, will send $3500 to the CA 
Committee.  (These funds are comprised of donations 
from our generous members plus funds raised  by the 
2004 Bridge Tournament.)  Later the girls' families will 
contribute a $50 participation fee.  Update to come.

If this sounds interesting to you, sign up for
 next year's committee.

Carol Dean
          Tech Trek Coordinator
  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!                  

                    
     FOOD and WINE FRIDAY

        Date: !      Friday, February 11
T i m e : !!!!12:30 – 2:30 pm

L o c a t i o n : !!!SRJC's Culinary Café 
458 B Street 

!!!!!!! !!! !!!        Downtown Santa Rosa 
       (Parking is available in the 7th Street parking garage.) 

                    
 F e e : $30

Enjoy Wine Country living at its best!!
 Join us for a 2-hour luncheon with wine and food 

pairings prepared by students at 
SRJC’s Culinary Café. 

The three food courses, using local fresh 
ingredients, will be accompanied by tastings of 

three Sonoma County wines.! Students and 
instructors in the Culinary Arts Program will 

discuss the recipes, the wines, and the principles 
behind the pairings.

Reservations are limited to 30 people
 so call Colleen and reserve your place at a table 
by January 15th. We will have a waitlist to ensure 

our quota of 30 reservations.

Arrangements can be made for rides if you need 
transportation to any AAUW event.! Notify the 
event organizer or phone tree caller when you 

speak with her.

Contact: Colleen Wilson
 536 Orchard St. Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Tel:  566-0514

The following e-mail was recently received by Pat Oberg from Ginny Benson, who is a branch member serving with the Peace Corps in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
Pat  is sharing it with us.  She and Jackie McDonald would welcome magazines, pictures and simple books for adults.  This “box” took six months to arrive, 
but it did arrive safely, so we shall try again and your help would be appreciated by the children and teachers in Tashkent.  (Call Pat or Jackie if you want to 
contribute.)

“Dear Pat:,   Yes, the box you sent came!!!   And thank you and all so much !!!   It turned out to be a Christmas present.

There is snow on the ground...snowed last week...and has been cold enough to remain for a week...now I know why all the Russians wear those fur hats!

Well...my mind is whirring for uses of the tennis balls. I plan to use many to make heads for finger puppets...so that the children can speak unstressful English 
through the puppet heads! I’ll let you know how it works. I’ve started a Student-Intern Program with the Uzbekistan State World Language University here in 
Tashkent. I’m sure that those interns will want to make up games to play with the children so that both the interns and the pupils can practice English. The 
paper will be useful for many things...and, of course, the crayons! The children use colored pencils and pens for drawing...which have limitations...and the 
pencils must always be sharpened!

Also, I’ve just about depleted pictures from magazines...and the children love to cut and paste them, then make up stories in English about the pictures...to 
take home and practice with their families...It’ll be fun to use the Sesame Street books...they do know something about American cartoon characters, etc. 
...Snoopy, et.al. and Disney & Co. Thanks so much and I’ll let you know how everything works out!

What’s happening to you and your family this Holiday Season? Have you talked to Gerry? I’m taking my winter vacation (10 days) in India...I’ll see 2005 in New 
Delhi!....I’ll do a little touring, sight-seeing and just RESTING!!!   And I’ll get to see the Taj Mahal!!! Anyway, Thanks so much for your box...it is gratefully received 
(Magazines are much prized here...nice paper, nice pictures and simple English for the English Learners (adults).     Happy Holidays!  Ginny”

April 22-24
AAUW California State 
Convention in Riverside

Call Sharon Wright 542-3230
for info.



Sharon
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Check out the latest news concerning 
AAUW-CA Public Policy 
and other AAUW topics: 
www.aauw-ca.org

    PUBLIC POLICY

Our branch Public Policy Committee 
has chosen to participate in a reading to 
children program for the Community Child 
Care Council and to make this our project 
in the community.

This reader program,  Raising a Reader 
Project,  is part of the Gang Prevention 
Program which was described to us by 
Mayor  Jane Bender at our  2004 September 
Kick-Off meeting.. 

The Public Policy Committee met on 
December 10 at the Community Child Care 
Council offices to receive our assignment 
as reading volunteers.

We invite other members of our AAUW 
branch to join us in this worth while 
activity.  For further information contact 
me or  Susan Katz at 522-1413, Ext. 178.

Janet Siela
Public Policy Chair

Tel: 833-1261

Seeds of Peace
    (From the Christian Science Monitor)

Plant a tree, win the Nobel Peace Prize? The world’s highest 
honor, bestowed last month on a Kenyan feminist dynamo 
most famous for her grass roots effort to plant 30 million 
trees in Africa, ran smack into critics who questioned the 
connection between the peace prize and the environment. It 
was said, “A peace prize should be for peace not the 
environment”. 

But the Nobel Committee has proven wonderfully visionary 
in granting the prize to Wangari Maathai. Now Kenya’s 
deputy environment minister, Ms. Maathai has fought for       
nearly 30 years to combat deforestation while at the same 
time putting her own life on the line to stand up for 
democracy and women's rights in her country.

The first African woman to win the peace prize, Maathai 
points out that “many of the wars in Africa are fought over 
natural resources”. Futurists rightly warn it is a mistake to          
decouple the environment from man’s security. Environ- 
mental protection is written into the new European Union 
constitution.  Buckminister Fuller coined the phrase 
“Spaceship Earth.”  To travel together, mankind has got to 
maintain it. 

    Three cheers for Wangari Maathai!!!

Roxy Stadium 14 Theaters, K-Mart, 
Timeless Beauty (Oakmont), 

Luther Burbank Center for the Ar(Doris Kearns Goodwin lecture), 

Sandpiper Restaurant (Bodega Bay), 
Roxy Stadium 14 Theaters, K-Mart, 

Timeless Beauty Luther Burbank Center for the Arts 
(Doris Kearns Goodwin lecture), 

Oakmont Village Market and Deli, 
Cattlemen's Restaurant, The Red Lobster, 

St. Francis Cleaners, Santa Rosa Symphony, 
Nectar Restaurant at the Hilt Alice Crouch

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

CEDAW
 
Did you know that Santa Rosa and Sonoma County have passed resolutions about 
CEDAW?  Maybe you didn't even know what CEDAW is.  CEDAW  stands for the      
Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. The General 
Assembly of the United Nations adopted this treaty, an international bill of 
rights for women, in 1979.  

Article I of the Convention defines "discrimination against women" as
any distinction, exclusion, or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the 
effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment, or 
exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of 
men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, 
economic, social cultural, civil  or any other field.  

The state of California has passed resolutions supporting it twice. Our 
country is one of the few countries that have not ratified it.  The American 
Association of University Women, of course, endorses the U.S. ratification of this 
important Treaty for the Rights of Women.
   

Where is our passion?!

For the latest on status of  IFUW:                  
www.ifuwsupport.org
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       Happy New Year - 2005!                

 Branch Calendar - January 2005
Date Time
   5 1:00 p.m. Board Meeting at home of Sharon Wright 2028 Stonefield Ln. (542-3230).

  10 1:30 p.m. Monday Afternoon Book Group meets at home of Liz Martin, 1604 Deer Run (535-8722)
to discuss The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger. Leslie Warner will lead the 
discussion.

  12 7:30-9:30 The Second Wednesday Night Book Group meets at home of Sue Finan, 357 Wood Rose Ct. (837-9965).
     p.m.  The group will discuss Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides.  Sue will also lead the discussion.

  13 12:00 noon The Gourmet Luncheon Group will dine out at Monti’s, 714 Village Court, Montgomery Village  
(formerly Lisa Hemenway’s).  Reservations by January 10. Call Nina Lowell (544-6373).

  18 9:30 a.m. The Tuesday Morning Book Group meets at the home of Sylvia Thorne, 6496 Meadowridge Dr.
 (539-7921) to discuss The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. Dorothy McCray will moderate.

  18 9:30-11:30 The Interntional Relations Discussion group meets at home of Sharon Wright, 2028 Stonefield Lane 
     a.m.             (542-3230) to discuss “Interntional impact of the falling dollar”.  Bring calendars to sign up for 2005.

Deadline for February issue of Rose Branch is January 10. 

Please send submissions to Ann Horne via    
E-MAIL: aphorne@pacbell.net                          POST: 2424 Compadre Dr SR 95405

   <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<     >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

VITAL STATISTICS AMONG THE INTEREST GROUPS

The bad news: two of our interest groups have disbanded. 
The good news: an interest group is born.

The remaining members of the Music Appreciation Group and of the Antiques and Collectibles Group 
decided to close for lack of interest.

Some of our new members, however, have begun to build a group called “Culture Vultures”. Members 
attend various cultural events and exhibits together every two months. In November, for example, they 
attended a showing of an old film from the series “Evil Women of Film Noir” hosted by a film critic from 
the San Francisco Chronicle. And in December they attended a sing-along Messiah in Windsor.

For July they’ve already planned a ride to San Francisco for the opera Cosi fan Tutte. Members are invited 
to bring a spouse or friend to the events. In between events, usually every other month, the group gathers 
at a member’s home to discuss the last outing and to plan for future events. 

If you are interested in learning more about the Culture Vultures, contact coordinator Kathy Frishberg at 
578-7092,  or e-mail her at:  kfrish1@hotmail.com

In addition, we have a couple of members interested in starting a group called “Romancing the Vine”. This 
group would dedicate itself to learning more about our county’s vineyards and wineries through field trips, 

tasting, and visits with experts.

 If you would like to sharpen your oenological skills, contact 
Colleen Wilson at 566-0514 or e-mail her at:  cwilson@sonic.net

New interest groups are welcome so long as there are at least three members to get them started. If you 
would like to start an interest group please contact me.

                                                           Lynda Hungerford
           Interest Group Chair   

                                                                                                    Tel:  539-5770 - lh@sonic.net

What’s happening to you and your family this Holiday Season? Have you talked to Gerry? I’m taking my winter vacation (10 days) in India...I’ll see 2005 in New 
Delhi!....I’ll do a little touring, sight-seeing and just RESTING!!!   And I’ll get to see the Taj Mahal!!! Anyway, Thanks so much for your box...it is gratefully received 
(Magazines are much prized here...nice paper, nice pictures and simple English for the English Learners (adults).     Happy Holidays!  Ginny”
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   <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<     >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Org. Name: American Association of
      University Women 

Org. Add.:     4752 Stonehedge Dr.
       Santa Rosa 95405                 

Pub.  Title: The Rose Branch
Frequency:  Monthly,  except Jul &  
Aug

Web Site:     
www.aauwsantarosa.org

AAUW MISSION STATEMENT
AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong learning and positive societal change.

 AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT
In principle and practice,  AAUW values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation 

in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.
 MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO ALL WOMEN GRADUATES OF A 4 YEAR COLLEGE

                        A  LETTER  FROM  OUR  AAUW  PRESIDENT

Dear AAUW members and friends,

During this special time of the year we remember and give thanks for our many blessings. You, our members and friends, 
have given AAUW so much to be thankful for by your continued strong support and commitment.

This year has been a challenging one of evaluation, change and transition for AAUW. Many of you have emailed or called 
me about your issues of concern, offering advice, critique, wisdom, and support. Together we have talked through dozens
of options, sometimes agreeing, sometimes disagreeing, but always reaffirming our deep devotion to this wonderful 
organization we call AAUW. I am grateful that we, as an organization, are open to dialogue, and that many have taken part 
in our transition process vigorously, rather than reluctantly.

I am especially grateful to the more than 500 members who, to date, have given nearly $70,000 towards our One-in-a-Million 
Campaign*. The generosity of these individuals — many of whom made gifts they would not ordinarily make — speaks to
our collective desire to strengthen the future of AAUW,  preserve  AAUW’s  place in history as a catalyst for change, and 
continue our critical mission of promoting education and equity for all women and girls.

May your holiday season be filled with the laughter and love of family and friends.

Sincerely,  *For more information on the One-in-a-Million Campagn go to 

          aauw.org
Nancy Rustad    and link directly to O-M-C or reach through the “contribution” link.
AAUW President

              AAUW   SAN   FRANCISCO
The San Francisco Silver Jubilee Fund will offer two scholarships of $2,000 each to help upper division and graduate women 
to complete their final year of study at a college or university. Candidates must live or be attending a university or college within a 
100 miles distance of San Francisco. There is no restricton onthe use of the funds. Completed applications will be due 02/28/05.  If 
you are interested, or have friends or relatives who may benefit from this scholarship, please check 

the Silver Jubilee information on the AAUW San Francisco website at   www.aauwsf.org




